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“Receive the Crown of
Life”

James 1:12 a 

Name

Welcome to Jesus’ Team! You are about to train like an
athlete of faith!Each session you will solve puzzles,

explore Bible stories, and learn how to run the race with
Jesus.Write your name on the jersey and add a picture of

an animal you like 2
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Bruno the Hedgehog lived with his family in Vantage Valley. Every day felt happy and safe. His parents worked hard, and their
home was full of laughter, toys, and games. Friends often visited. Bruno liked to help others at school, and everyone was friendly
to him. He felt important in his community. But one stormy day, everything changed. A big storm swept through the valley, and
Bruno’s family lost almost everything. Bruno was shocked. Suddenly, he felt sad and unsure about everything.

Bruno wondered why God let something so hard happen. His parents did, too. They had lost their home and jobs and didn’t know
what would come next. Together, they prayed for guidance. Soon, God opened a new door: Bruno’s family moved to Victory
Village, where his aunt welcomed them into her home as they waited for God’s next step.

Bruno’s family rode up the mountain to Victory Village. Colorful flags waved above the rooftops. As they got closer, Bruno felt the
air buzz with excitement. In the village square, people rushed around in bright sports clothes. Street vendors hurried to set up
their booths. Bruno’s eyes grew wide. What was happening?

Before Bruno’s family reached his aunt’s house, his cousin Arlo was already waiting in the village square. Arlo was big, strong,
and always smiling. When he saw Bruno, he ran over and gave him a giant hug.

“I have always wanted a little brother!” Arlo said.

It didn’t take long before Bruno realized Arlo was like the big brother he had always wanted too. The two cousins became friends
right away. “What is going on here?” Bruno asked. 

“It’s the Victory Village Winter Games!” Arlo grinned. “Every five years, animals from everywhere come to play sports, do arts
and crafts, and play games. It’s the best time ever!” Bruno smiled. Arlo’s excitement made him feel better. “You should try out
for a team too! I’m on the bobsled team with my friend Mia the Marmot, and I do ski jumping, skating, and curling. We all have to
try out first, so I don’t know if I’ll make every team. But I’ll try my best, and you should too! I bet you’re good at something, little
brother.”

Bruno wasn’t so sure. He was small, and his legs were short. His spiky back might be a problem, too. But Arlo didn’t seem to care,
so maybe it wasn’t such a big deal after all.

Later, as they unpacked, Arlo nudged Bruno. “Hey, you should come to my Five Alive Bible Club. We call it FAB Club—because
we’re trying to live fabulously for the Lord!”

Read Job 1:9-22 NLT

Main Message

Jesus gives the Crown of
Life to all who love himBruno’s New Team
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Main Message

Jesus gives the Crown of
Life to all who love himBruno’s New Team
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Bruno shook his head. "I don’t want to go to church," he said quietly. "I just want to stay in bed." Arlo nodded. "I get it. When hard
things happen, you feel tired inside." Then Arlo shared a Bible verse with Bruno:

 “God blesses those who patiently endure testing and temptation. Afterward, they will receive the
crown of life that God has promised to those who love him.” (James 1:12 NLT)
Arlo smiled at Bruno. “I know things are tough right now, but I’ll stick with you until things get better. That’s what big brothers
do.” Bruno thought for a moment and then said, “Okay… I’ll go with you.”

At the Bible Club, Arlo introduced Bruno to Mia the Marmot, his bobsled teammate. Mia smiled at Bruno and explained, "In our
club, we follow Jesus in five ways: we pray, read the Bible, give, serve, and tell others about God’s truth." Bruno felt shy at first—
he tucked his hands into his pockets and stared at the floor. But Mia’s kind words made him feel welcome. As they did each
activity together, Bruno felt less nervous and started to feel like he belonged.

During lesson time, Ms. Badgerly told the children about Job—a man in the Bible who lost everything. Bruno listened carefully.
Job’s story was a lot like his own. Even when Job’s friends didn’t know how to help, God stayed with him. Bruno’s little ears
twitched as he listened. Job had hard times, even harder than Bruno’s. Bruno wanted to learn how Job kept trusting God.

Ms. Badgerly explained that in John 16:33, Jesus told his friends they would face hard times in this world, 

“I have told you all this so that you may have peace in me. Here on earth, you will have many trials
and sorrows. But take heart, because I have overcome the world.” (John 16:33 NLT)
She shared the weekly memory verse—the same one Arlo had already told Bruno—and reminded everyone that God wants us to
keep going and trust him, even when life feels tough.
Bruno thought about all he had learned. He was still sad about losing his home, but now he saw the good things God had given
him: his family was safe, he had new friends, and he even had a big brother. Bruno realized that God gives us the church as a
family, so we don’t have to face hard times alone. When we trust God together, we help each other and learn to work as a team.

Receive the Crown
of Life that the

Lord has promised
to those who love
him. James 1:12 (b)
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Main Message

Jesus gives the Crown of
Life to all who love him

Circle sports things in blue.
Circle Godly things in red.
Color when you are done.
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Receive the Crown
of Life that the

Lord has promised
to those who love
him. James 1:12 (b)



Endure Kindness Skiing

Ski 
Jumping Curling Skating

Encourage Guiding Playing
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 God blesses those who patiently endure testing and
temptation. Afterward they will receive the crown of life
that God has promised to those who love him  James 1:12
NLT

Word Search
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Circle the activities that lead to The
Crown of Life. Search for the  words
in red and the activity words. 

Receive the Crown
of Life that the

Lord has promised
to those who love
him. James 1:12 (b)



Mia loved snowboarding. On days when the snow was smooth and the
trail was wide, sliding down the mountain felt like flying. Bruno and Arlo
always cheered her on from the side of the hill. Mia buckled her boots,
took a deep breath, and pushed off. The wind whooshed by as she
zipped down the slope. She made it look so easy!

But snowboarding wasn’t always easy. Some days, the snow was
bumpy. Sometimes the path twisted between tall trees. On those days,
Mia had to really focus. “I can’t look at the trees or at the other riders,”
she told Bruno one afternoon. “If I do, I might fall. I have to keep my eyes
forward and remember what my coach taught me.”

One afternoon, halfway down the slope, Mia hit a patch of rough snow.
She tumbled into the soft powder. Bruno gasped, but Mia popped right
back up and brushed snow off her coat. She climbed onto her board
and finished her run. Later, she laughed and said, “Everybody falls
sometimes. The important thing is to get back up and keep going!”

Bruno thought about what Mia said. She was a good athlete, but she
didn’t brag. Mia always listened to her coach and tried her best to
follow his advice. Every day, she practiced her favorite sports. She tried
out for both figure skating and snowboarding, and she made it onto the
snowboarding team! As the Winter Games got closer, Mia and Arlo kept
going to tryouts for the three-person bobsled team with their neighbor,
Mitch. But Mitch had a busy schedule with hockey too, so Mia and Arlo
started to worry they wouldn’t have a full team.

Seeing Mia and Arlo work so hard made Bruno want to try some sports,
too. He practiced speed skating, ski jumping, and even learned about
curling. Bruno soon discovered that his claws were great for gripping
the ice. After several tough tryouts, Bruno finally made a team!
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Main Message

Jesus gives the Crown of
Life to all who love himThe True Champion 
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Read Job 29:14-20 NLTRead Job 29:14-20 NLT We do this by
keeping our eyes on
Jesus, the champion

who initiates and
perfects our faith

Heb. 12:2



Bruno was excited about his new team, but he also noticed that Arlo and Mia seemed
distracted. They were still trying out for the three-person bobsled team with Mitch, but
Mitch’s busy schedule made things hard. Without a third teammate, Mia and Arlo worried
they might not be able to compete.

At FAB Club that week, Ms. Badgerly told more about Job’s story. Before the hard times,
Job was respected by everyone. He helped people who were hurting, cared for the poor,
and stood up for those who were treated unfairly. Many people looked up to him because
he was wise and kind.

But slowly, things started to change. Job noticed all the praise people gave him. He
thought about his awards and how important he was. God had given Job many blessings,
but Job started thinking more about himself than about God.
Ms. Badgerly said, “Sometimes, people forget who the true Champion is. When we care
more about winning or what others think, we take our eyes off the One who gives us
strength.”

Then she reminded everyone about the Bible verse they were learning that week.

“We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, the champion who
initiates and perfects our faith.”
Ms. Badgerly said, “The Bible tells us we run our race of faith by keeping our eyes on Jesus.
He is the Champion who helps us start and finish well. When we focus on Him, we find
strength to keep going.”

As Bruno listened in the FAB Club, everything started to make sense. Mia didn’t spend her
time showing off her medals or talking about how great she was. She listened to her
coach and followed his advice down the mountain. Bruno realized that followers of Jesus
are like Mia—they keep their eyes on the true Champion, Jesus.

Ms. Badgerly added, “Jesus give us a Coach—the Holy Spirit—who helps us learn how to
live, endure, and run the race faithfully to the finish.”

Main Message

Jesus gives the Crown of
Life to all who love him

8

The True Champion 
22

Se
ssionSes
sion

Read Job 29:14-20 NLTRead Job 29:14-20 NLT
We do this by

keeping our eyes on
Jesus, the champion

who initiates and
perfects our faith

Heb. 12:2



The True Champion 
33

Se
ssionSes
sion

Color the letters to find a messageColor the letters to find a message We do this by
keeping our eyes on
Jesus, the champion

who initiates and
perfects our faith

Heb. 12:2

10

Mia and Arlo were excited for the Winter Games tryouts in Victory Village.
Athletes from all over came to compete in different events. Bruno was
especially hopeful about curling. He practiced every day and dreamed of
winning a shiny medal. When the competition finished, Bruno and his team
missed the podium by only a few inches. Bruno’s heart sank. "I guess I’m
just not good enough," he whispered. Even though curling was a team
sport, Bruno felt like the loss was his fault because he was the newest
member and had made a mistake.

That week at church, their pastor talked about staying faithful even when
life is hard. He explained that followers of Jesus will face challenges, just
like athletes do. What matters most isn’t winning or losing, but trusting God
and holding on to our faith. Bruno listened carefully. He was still sad about
the curling results, but he wondered if God had a plan for him after all.

The pastor told them about Job again. Job had suffered a lot and lost
almost everything. But when God spoke to Job, He didn’t explain all the
reasons why. Instead, God reminded Job that He made the snow, the
mountains, the seas, and the stars. Everything in creation was made with
wisdom and purpose. Nothing was an accident—not even the life of a
small hedgehog like Bruno.

Hearing this made Bruno think differently about himself. Maybe he didn’t
need to be someone else. He didn’t need longer legs or faster skates; he
didn’t need to be perfect at curling either. God had already given him
everything he needed for the race He planned just for Bruno.

One afternoon, Arlo invited Bruno to try ski jumping. "Come on, just give it a
shot!" Arlo said with a grin. Bruno tried, but his first jump ended in a tumble.
For a moment, he felt that old disappointment creep back. But this time,
something was different. Bruno stood up, brushed off the snow, and
laughed. "Well," he said, "at least I tried!"



9

The True Champion 
22

Se
ssionSes
sion We do this by

keeping our eyes on
Jesus, the champion

who initiates and
perfects our faith

Heb. 12:2

Crossword PuzzleCrossword Puzzle



11

The True Champion 
33

Se
ssionSes
sion

We do this by
keeping our eyes on
Jesus, the champion

who initiates and
perfects our faith

Heb. 12:2

Soon, another chance came. Mia’s bobsled team needed a third teammate because Mitch couldn’t compete—just like Mia and Arlo
had worried. Mitch’s hockey team was playing in the gold medal match, and they really needed him. “Bruno, you should join us,” Mia
said. “We need someone brave—and you never give up.” Bruno climbed into the sled with Mia and Arlo, his heart racing as they
pushed off down the icy track.

The sled shot down the course, twisting and speeding through the turns. Bruno, Mia, and Arlo held on tight as they worked together to
steer and balance the sled. When they crossed the finish line, the crowd cheered. Together—Mia, Arlo, and Bruno—had won gold.
Bruno remembered the memory verse from FAB Club that week:

“I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one will take away your crown.” (Rev. 3:11 NLT)

In that moment, Bruno understood something important. He thought losing the curling match was the end of his story. But God had
something better waiting for him. Job’s life was restored after great suffering, and Bruno’s life had changed, too. He had a new home
in Victory Village, new friends, and a place where he truly belonged.

Bruno smiled as he stood with his teammates on the podium. His favorite title wasn’t champion or medalist. It was something even
better. Bruno had a new name—Teammate. He knew that on God’s team, everyone has a special place. All you need to do is hold on
to the gifts God has given you and stay faithful as you run the race together.
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color the picture.
think of 3 People who help
you serve Jesus.
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Everybody is good at something and no one is good at everything. God has given you special gifts, talents,
knowledge and skills to be an important part of his team. In the Ice cubes, write down some things that you are

good at then circle the ones you think will help you grow spiritually.



Connect the dots to see
bruno’s prize! Color the
picture when you are finished
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Keep Running with

Purpose

Additional resources, activity downloads,
and updates are available at:

www.Ana-Genesis.org

Let everything that has breath
praise the Lord.

Psalm 150:6

Ana-Genesis®
Ana-Genesis provides fresh encounters with our

Savior, Jesus.
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